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heritage for the delight and pride of future generations out
of the crumbling ruins of the Indian past. The role of
reason is the more important because of the extraneous
factors that have intervened. Consciousness of political
subjugation has made our people peculiarly susceptible
to offence. Misinterpretation of Indian history has created
misunderstanding and bitterness among the communities.
Criticism which is perfectly justified is often resented because
of the source from which it emanates. The confusion of
renaissance and revivalism further complicates the picture,
Communalism and extreme radicalism are blended to charge
the atmosphere with passion and prejudice.

Blind rejection of the West is today the prevalent temper
of an important section of Indian society. This was a
natural reaction from its blind imitation in the past. The
denial of a wrong is not however equivalent to the assertion
of the right. Blind and indiscriminate denial of the West
would harm India more than the West. Values of great
importance to India stand in danger of being unnecessarily
sacrificed. If this tendency holds, India may again be
dissociated from the general current of the civilisation of
the world. Dissociation means isolation, and isolation,
stagnation. India can attempt dissociation from the massive
march of world forces only at her peril.

Nor would such an attempt at putting the clock back
succeed. In the modern world of interlacing connections,
isolation is impossible. Attempted isolation will only
lead to economic and political disaster. Instead of being
a conscious and active participant in world processes,
India would then become a plaything of forces over which
she would have no control, It is easy to understand the
reluctance of the average Indian patriot to accept the
values of the West. To him they must bring memories of
cultural imperialism and national humiliation. To deny
the superiority of the West where the West is in fact superior
is neither sensible nor safe. Nor is it of any use to exalt